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@ @ Regarding RF-52 (CNL, April 1973, p. 401). Where were the Nova Constellatios 
coined -- Birmingham or Greenwich ? 


@ from Eric P. Newman 
St. Louis, Missouri 


| wrote up this matter in the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine in 
January, 1960, p.6, but had not then located the data in the 
English papers. Enclosed is that data -- it shows that Birmingham 
was the source. The person who wrote it must have known what he 
was talking about as he was correcting others. 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser No. 5252 
Thurs. March 16, 1786 


page 3, top right corner 


" A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has lately 
appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage in 
America, is not true. The piece spoken of, bearing the inscription, 
"Libertas et Justitia, &c.” was not made in America, nor by 
the direction of Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the 
order of a merchant in New York. Many tons were struck from 
this dye, and many from another; and they are now in circulation 
in America, as counterfeit halfpence are in England. ™ 


The "paragraph" which gave rise to this comment appeared in several 
London (England) newspapers during the period March 11 - 14, 1786 
including The Morning Herald; The Public Advertiser; The London 

Chronicle as well as The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser : 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny 
bears this circular inscription, Libertas et Justitia; round a 
central cypher U.S. On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed Constellatio nova. ™ 


All the extracts were paragraphs amidst general news produced 
unsigned and unreferenced. 


LED 


